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The Conference’s Scope – Executive Summary 

The Maghreb region currently faces a distinctive combination of security threats – 

socio-political transformation sparked by the recent wave of pro-democratic 

movements that have spread across the entire North Africa and Middle East coupled 

with the ‘frozen’ border disputes and territorial conflicts which seriously undermine all 

efforts at regional integration. The upsurge of democratic aspirations and 

movements in the region reflects the ultimate failure of the existing socio-political 

systems, while it also constitutes a driving force of change in the Maghreb. The 

ongoing protests shed light on the long-standing structural, socio-political challenges 

as well as the grievances of the people across the Maghreb at the regimes’ low 

regard for human rights, dignity, freedom and social, economic and political justice. 

The international conference entitled ‘The Maghreb in the Wake of the ‘Arab Spring’: 

Strategic Implications for Europe’ will assess the prospects for achieving a 

sustainable security for the Maghreb region in the wake of the ‘Arab Spring’ and also 

the role the EU should play in this process. The key idea underlying this conference 

is that there is an urgent need for increased cooperation between the EU and the 

Maghreb countries. While the two areas share a common history and are bound by 

many common interests, there is a growing sense that the EU should reinvest itself 

in the Maghreb and place its relations with this region at the top of its agenda.  

Closer relations between the various Maghreb countries and the stability of the 

region are vital for the development of the entire Euro-Mediterranean partnership. 

While the Maghreb is at the moment a particularly sensitive and fragile region, owing 

to a distinctive combination of various security challenges (potentially growing 

instability due to the pro-democratic movements, illegal immigration, border disputes, 

the risk of terrorist threats), it also constitutes an important reservoir of development 

for the sluggish European economies for many years to come.  

This conference will, among other issues, ponder the role the post-communist 

countries in Central/Eastern Europe could play in designing a new EU approach 

towards the Maghreb and discuss what lessons the Maghreb countries could learn 

from the process of democratization, market reforms and gradual integration of the 

former post-communist countries into the EU common market? Last, but not the 

least, can the EU follow the example of the large regional groups in America and 

Asia to strengthen the economic bonds that are needed so that countries around the 

Mediterranean can compete with other regional trade blocks? 



 

 

 

 

The Conference’s Program 

 

9.00-9.30  

Registration 

 

9.30-9.45  

Opening Panel 

Opening speeches: 

■  Brigitte Luggin, Representation of the European Commission of the Czech 
Republic 

 
 

9.45-11.00  

Panel I: ‘Arab Spring’ and the Prospects for Sustainable Security in the 

Maghreb 

 
Chair: Yaser Daniel Reizk, journalist, Czech Republic 
 
Speakers: 

■  Dustin Dehéz, political consultant, Global Governance Institute, Germany 
■  Marek Čejka, Institute of International Relations, Prague and Masaryk 

University, Czech Republic 
■  Abdelmalek Alaoui, political analyst, Global Intelligence Partners, Morocco 

 

11.00-11.20 Coffee Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

11.20-12.35  

Panel II: The Maghreb in Transition: Implications for the EU and 

‘Experience-Sharing Process’ with the CEE Region 

Chair: Jan Fingerland, commentator, Czech Radio 6, Czech Republic 
 
Speakers: 

■  Mohamed Ben-Madani, commentator, editor and founder of The Maghreb 
Review, UK 

■  Attila Kovács, Faculty of Philosophy, Komenský University, Slovak Republic 
■  Šimon Pánek, director, People in Need, Czech Republic (tbc) 

 
 

12.35-12.50 

Closing Remarks 

 

12.50-14.00 Buffet Lunch 


