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Abstract 
 
Five years after the first launch of a European Energy Strategy and the decision 
on the so called 20-20-20 targets, the EU's energy and climate policy will enter a 
new stage. Following the Commission's "2050 roadmaps" for climate, transport 
and energy, there's room for a fundamental stakeholder debate on the route that 
Europe should follow after 2020. Is the "holy triangle" of European Energy 
Policy (sustainability, competitiveness and security of supply) more than a 
compromise formula? Will the Member States still accept that energy policy 
targets are derived from an emissions reduction goal? And, paticularly in the 
light of Germany's abrupt decision to abandon nuclear energy and the ongoing 
integration of European energy markets, is it really possible to maintain the 
principle of national sovereignty regarding the energy mix? 
  
  
 
 
Dr. Oliver Geden is a senior research fellow at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik (SWP) since 2006. As a member of the division “European Integration” 
his studies mainly focus on the European Union’s energy and climate policy. He 
received his Ph.D. (Cultural Anthropology) from Humboldt University Berlin, 
has been a visiting scholar at the University of California, Berkeley and worked 
as an external expert in the Federal Foreign Office’s Policy Planning Staff. He 
has published four books, on the European Union’s energy and climate policy, 
on right-wing populism in Austria and Switzerland, and on Germany’s green 
movement. 
 
--- see also: http://www.swp-berlin.org/en/scientist-detail/profile/oliver-
geden.html 
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